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FORTIANALYZER: AN INTRODUCTION TO ANALYTICS, AUTOMATION AND
RESPONSE

By Achilleas Eleftheriou — Team Leader — Support Services

In the ever-evolving landscape of cybersecurity, organizations require robust tools and
solutions to monitor, analyze, and respond to threats effectively. One such indispensable tool is the
FortiAnalyzer, a product of Fortinet - a leading cybersecurity company. In this article, we will delve
into the functionalities of FortiAnalyzer, how to set it up, and explore the options it offers for analytics,
automation, and response. If you are looking for Fortinet solutions, including FortiAnalyzer, a Fortinet

partner in Cyprus can help you harness its power.

Understanding FortiAnalyzer

FortiAnalyzer is a dedicated logging, analytics, and reporting appliance designed to
complement Fortinet's robust security ecosystem, which includes FortiGate firewalls. Its primary
purpose is to provide comprehensive visibility into network activities, generate actionable insights,

and automate responses to security incidents.

Key Features of FortiAnalyzer

1. Centralized Logging and Reporting: FortiAnalyzer consolidates logs and reports from multiple
FortiGate devices and other Fortinet solutions, creating a centralized repository for security-
related data. This centralized approach simplifies the monitoring process and ensures that
critical information is readily accessible.

2. Real-time Monitoring: It offers real-time monitoring capabilities, allowing security teams to
keep a close eye on network traffic, user activities, and potential threats. This feature is
essential for identifying suspicious behaviour promptly.

3. Analytics and Threat Detection: FortiAnalyzer goes beyond mere data collection by applying
advanced analytics to identify anomalies and potential threats. It employs machine learning
algorithms to detect patterns indicative of security breaches or vulnerabilities.

4. Automation and Response: One of the standout features of FortiAnalyzer is its automation
capabilities. It can trigger predefined responses or alerts based on specific events or threat
indicators. This streamlines incident response and reduces the time it takes to mitigate

security risks.
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Setting up FortiAnalyzer

Setting up FortiAnalyzer is a crucial step in harnessing its capabilities. Here's a simplified guide

to get you started:

Hardware Deployment: Acquire the FortiAnalyzer hardware appliance or deploy it as a virtual
machine. Ensure it's connected to your network and has the necessary resources.

Initial Configuration: Access the FortiAnalyzer web interface and perform the initial configuration.
This includes setting up network interfaces, defining security policies, and configuring remote
logging from your FortiGate devices.

Log Sources: Identify the devices and services that will send logs to FortiAnalyzer. Configure these
devices to forward logs to the FortiAnalyzer's IP address.

User Authentication: Implement user authentication to secure access to the FortiAnalyzer
interface and control who can view sensitive security data.

Event Logging: Customize event logging settings to capture the level of detail you require for
analysis and reporting.

Alerts and Automation: Define alert thresholds and automation rules to trigger responses to

specific security events.

Options for Analytics and Automation Configuration

Once FortiAnalyzer is set up, you can explore its various options for analytics and automation

configuration:

1.

FortiAnalyzer allows you to create custom reports and dashboards tailored to your organization's
specific needs. This feature enables you to focus on the metrics that matter most to you, making
it easier to identify trends and potential threats.

Integrate threat intelligence feeds into FortiAnalyzer to enhance its ability to detect and respond
to emerging threats. This ensures that your security posture remains up-to-date and resilient.
Leverage FortiAnalyzer’ s automation capabilities to respond swiftly to security incidents.
Configure automated actions such as blocking malicious IP addresses, isolating compromised
devices, or notifying the relevant security teams.

FortiAnalyzer assists in compliance management by providing auditing and reporting features that

facilitate regulatory compliance assessments.
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5. Seamless integration with FortiGate firewalls allows FortiAnalyzer to correlate network traffic data

with security events, providing a holistic view of your network's security posture.

IBSCY is a certified partner of Fortinet in Cyprus and provides a comprehensive range of
Fortinet products, including the FortiAnalyzer. IT experts at IBSCY are well-versed in FortiAnalyzer
setup and configuration. With Fortinet certified personnel on board, IBSCY offers top-notch support

and expertise for all your cybersecurity needs in Cyprus.
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